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Experience and Thinking

1, The Nature of Experience, The nature of experience can be under-
stood only by noting that it includes an active and a passive element
peculiarly combined. On the active hand, experience is frj/wig-a
meaning which is made explicit in the connected term experiment.
On the passive, it is undergoing. When we experience something
we act upon it, we do something with it; then we suffer or undergo
the consequences. We do something to the thing and then it does
something to us in return: such is the peculiar combination. The
connection of these two phases of experience measures the fruitful-
ness or value of the experience, Mere activity does not constitute
experience. It is dispersive, centrifugal, dissipating. Experience
as trying involves change, but change is meaningless transition
unless it is consciously connected with the return wave of con-
sequences which flow from it When an activity' is continued into
the undergoing of consequences, when the change made by ac-
tion is reflected back into a change made in us, the mere flux,
is loaded with significance. We learn something, It is not experi-
ence when a child merely sticks his finger into a flame; it is ex-